Chapter 7 Study Guide

Directions – answer the following questions (attempt to do this without your notes) 

1. What is the difference between species diversity and species abundance?
2. What are the differences between native and non-native (invasive) species?
3. What do indicator species indicate?
4. Why are keystone species important to ecosystems?  What can happen if an ecosystem loses a keystone species?
5. What are the differences between intraspecific competition and interspecific competition?
6. How does resource partitioning allow species to avoid niche overlap?
7. What are a few ways that predators increase their chances of catching prey?
8. What are a few ways that prey avoid being eaten by predators?
9. What are the differences between mutualism, parasitism, and commensalism?  Provide examples of each.
10. How are primary succession and secondary succession different?
11. How can disturbances be beneficial to an ecosystem?
12. Describe the precautionary principle.

